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Secretary’s Note: The Officers and Board of Directors of the Cat Fanciers’ Association, 

Inc. met on Tuesday, August 4, 2026, via Zoom video conference. President Marilee Griswold 

called the regularly scheduled mid-quarterly video conference meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Eastern Time. A roll call by Secretary Rachel Anger found the following members to be 

present: 

Dr. Marilee Griswold (President)  

Mr. Kenny Currle (Vice-President) 

Ms. Rachel Anger (Secretary) 

Charles Gradowski, C.P.A. (Treasurer)  

Mrs. Tracy Roberts (NAR Director) 

Vicki A. Jensen, Esq. (NWR Director) 

Dr. Traci Whittenberg (GSR Director) 

Mrs. Carmen Johnson-Lawrence (GLR Director)  

Mr. Howard Webster (SWR Director) 

Ms. Janet Moyer (MWR Director)  

Melody Boyd, Esq. (SOR Director) 

Mr. Michael Hans Schleissner (Europe Regional Director) 

Mrs. Jacqui Bennett (Director-at-Large) 

Mr. Richard Mastin (Director-at-Large) 

Mr. Pauli Huhtaniemi (Director-at-Large) 

Mrs. Carol Krzanowski (Director-at-Large) 

Ms. Victoria Nye (Director-at-Large)  

Also Present: 

Edward L. Raymond, Jr., Esq., CFA Legal Counsel 

Ms. Allene Tartaglia, Executive Director 

Mr. James Simbro, IT Systems Analyst 

Absent: 

Ms. Aki Tamura (Japan Regional Director)  

Secretary’s Note: For the ease of the reader, some items were discussed at different 

times but were included with their particular agenda. 

PLEASE NOTE: Verbatim board meeting transcripts will no longer be published. 

This condensed version of the transcript is being published as the official minutes of the 

meeting. See also Summary of Motions. 

[Secretary’s Note: Secretary Rachel Anger called the roll, as reflected above. All board 

members confirmed that they are abiding by the CFA Board of Directors’ Code of Ethics and 

Confidentiality Agreement.]  
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TRANSCRIPT 

Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 

(1) APPROVE ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

CFA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Video Conference Meeting Agenda 

August 4, 2026 
Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 

1. Approve Orders of the Day Griswold 

2. Ratification of Online Motions Anger 

3. Clerking Program Coleman 

4. Agility Feniak 

5. Judging Program Nye 

6. Show Rules Raymond 

7. Show Scheduling Moyer 

Reports of Special (Select or Ad Hoc) Committees 

 None  

Unfinished Business and General Orders 

8. Other Committees  

9. New Business  

10. Old Business  

 ADJOURN OPEN SESSION  

 

  



 

4 

Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 

(2) RATIFICATION OF ONLINE MOTIONS. 

  
Moved/ 

Seconded 
Motion Vote 

MOTIONS THAT DO NOT REQUIRE RATIFICATION 

1. Anger 

Huhtaniemi 

06.30.2026 

Approve the June 28, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 

minutes, as presented. 

Motion Carried. 

Anger abstained. 

No discussion. 

4. Bennett 

Nye 

07.07.2026 

Move the Policy on Transition of Regional Director 

Responsibilities into open session. 

Motion Carried. 

No discussion. 

5. Anger 

Mastin 

07.11.2026 

Move the following motion and vote into open session: 

Rescind the approval given to Ukraine shows to ring share 

with Allbreed rings. 

Motion Carried. 

No discussion. 

 

  
Moved/ 

Seconded 
Motion Vote 

MOTIONS THAT REQUIRE RATIFICATION 

6. Executive 

Committee 

07.01.2026 

For the Central Breed Cat Club's July 26, 2026 show in 

Bangkok, Thailand (ID-Other), grant an exception to Show 

Rule 4.04 and allow the show license application, which was 

submitted one day late, to be approved. 

Motion Failed. 

Anger voting yes. 

Anger: The club has responded that the delay was due to contracting of judges. There was an issue with a guest 

judge so they had to do some fast maneuvering and were able to hire Agnes Sun Instead. Newkirk said: I would 

say yes. They had an issue with a guest judge contract. Mastin: I will keep an open mind. However, as some of 

you know I rarely support nonemergency exceptions to our show rules. All clubs need to follow our show rules 

and the board should uphold and enforce them (or change them). Approving non-emergency exceptions (even by 

one day) condones their actions and breeds more exceptions. One day exception turns into two or three days. 

Approving this exception and not others is looked upon as special treatment and considered unfair. Four years 

ago the EC approved a show in the states with less than 30 days and the board took a lot of heat for that approval. 

So much so it caused changes to that specific show rule. Approving this motion based on its rationale will surely 

set a precedent and not be good for EC or the full board. Mastin: Is this the same club asking for show rule 

exceptions in the recent past (past year or so)? Raymond: I looked back at the compiled report from the 

Thursday board meeting. It appears that the club has recently been granted two show rule exceptions, one from 

the full board and one from the EC. Currle: No more excuses.  
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Moved/ 

Seconded 
Motion Vote 

7. Executive 

Committee 

07.02.2026 

Reconsider the July 1, 2026 motion: For the Central Breed 

Cat Club's July 26, 2026 show in Bangkok, Thailand (ID-

Other), grant an exception to Show Rule 4.04 and allow the 

show license application, which was submitted one day late, to 

be approved. 

Motion Carried 

(subject to 

ratification). 

Currle: There is no discussion on reconsideration? Raymond: Motions for reconsideration are voted on without 

discussion. If the motion passes, there will be discussion on the underlying motion. 

8. Executive 

Committee 

07.02.2026 

Reconsidered motion: For the Central Breed Cat Club's July 

26, 2026 show in Bangkok, Thailand (ID-Other), grant an 

exception to Show Rule 4.04 and allow the show license 

application, which was submitted one day late, to be approved. 

Motion Carried 

(subject to 

ratification). 

Mastin: I greatly appreciate Central Breed Cat Club’s and the person who is responsible for writing to us their 

last message on all they have done with hosting shows for the past five years and 12 shows last year. This is all 

great for them, participants, CFA and maybe sponsors. What I don’t appreciate is the continuous blatant delays 

and request for non-emergency exceptions and not truly following or respecting CFA show rules by doing things 

late or other. This is not a one time thing for this club. They just came to us in May for a similar issue. I helped 

them by supporting their last show license that was also late because my argument was they began the process at 

37 days from show date asking for a different exception. I have been doing shows for 28 years (club, regional, 

world and international level). I can’t remember the last time (if ever), making a request to the board for a non-

emergency exception that was late. This club’s continuous request will never stop because the board gives in to 

their failures to comply on what seems to be a regular basis. It’s like a child playing in the street, mom and dad 

says don’t play in the street you will get hurt. The child keeps playing in the street and one day the child is hurt. 

Much like what is happening with this club, the hurt part is if they don’t get board approval they may suffer 

financial losses and may go elsewhere. That tells me the board becomes a hostage to a club that doesn’t want to 

follow the sane rules every other club needs to follow, this is bad business for all the other clubs. If all of you 

support this motion, I will not stand in the way. If we are to pass this motion, it must be the very last time we do 

this for this club on non-emergency exceptions. Even my ask on the last motion we passed was for the most part 

ignored by the club when I suggested they receive a warning. Griswold: Kenny and Chuck do you have thoughts 

on this? I see both Rachel and Rich’s point of view. Currle: This Club regards itself is too big to fail. We all 

appreciate their efforts on behalf of CFA but repeated violations of our show rules set a poor example for the rest 

of the clubs in CFA. This is the final time I will support them skirting the show rules and require that our 

secretary convey that to the Club. I will not support any late show applications in the future by this Club. 

Griswold: I agree with Kenny and Rich. I do not wish to entertain any other late/non emergent exceptions from 

this club. I would like Rachel to communicate this to the club. The end of May, the current then President Rich 

Mastin warned to club that no further non emergent motions would be considered. I would like to add the same 

sentiment from myself as well. All other clubs in CFA appear to be able to apply for a show license and acquire 

judges contracts within the allowances of the show rules. I expect the same from this club going forward. 

Gradowski: While I don’t have all of history of this club, I agree with the group, with a firm admonishment that 

there will be no more exceptions made. Anger: I will pass the message along, as well as an offer of help.  

Action Item: Ratify online Motions #7-#8, as published.  
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(3) CLERKING PROGRAM. 

 Committee Chair: Cheryl Coleman 

 Liaison to Board: Carol Krzanowski 

 List of Committee Members: Mary Kolencik, Teresa Sweeney (JPC), Doug Field 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Summation of Immediate Past Committee Activities: 

The clerking committee’s initial priority was ensuring that the clerks received the Clerking 

review (test) required for licensing/relicensing. With support from the JPC, Central Office, 

board liaison, and a few clerks who contributed both the essential review questions and new 

questions reflecting updated show rules, the committee provided the review (test) to Central 

Office for distribution in approximately 10 days. 

Current Happenings of Committee: 

We are currently reviewing the Clerking Manual with an eye toward both improving the clarity 

of the information provided and restructuring the flow of topics so the material is easier to 

navigate. This is a substantial project and will take time, but our goal is to create a truly useful, 

modern resource for the clerking program. Part of this effort includes ensuring clerks have 

quick, convenient online access to the information they may need while working at a show. 

Future Projections for Committee: 

1. Implement online clerking evaluations that allow evaluators to complete assessments 

during or after the show, reducing the need for paper forms. 

2. Develop online training resources, including recorded interactive modules for clerks and 

continuing-education videos for current clerks. 

3. Create easily accessible show-day reference materials for clerks, such as short 

instructional videos and written guides (e.g., how to set up an OPC ring) 

4. Standardize the clerking school curriculum and establish a Master Clerking training 

program to support advanced development. 

5. Finalize committee membership to ensure broad representation across CFA and 

incorporate individuals with training and writing expertise for both clerking and manual-

development initiatives. 

6. Collaborate with Central Office and clubs to compile a list of individuals who frequently 

clerk without being licensed and develop a more effective system for tracking evaluations 

so clerks can view their status online. 

7. Provide a JPC-suggested “cheat sheet” in each show package – a concise reminder list 

of tasks that are sometimes overlooked. This will be especially helpful for infrequent or 

unlicensed clerks. 
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8. Hold regular committee meetings to review progress and ensure steady advancement of 

all program initiatives.  

9. Exploration of potential incentives to encourage and support becoming a licensed clerk. 

Board Action Items: 

None at this time. 

Time Frame: 

The projected timeframe for completing the clerking committee’s full slate of tasks is currently 

estimated at up to one year, depending on the expertise brought in to support the work. These 

estimates will be refined as progress is made and updated in future committee reports. 

What Will be Presented at the Next Meeting: 

Update of tasks listed above. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheryl Coleman, Chair 
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(4) AGILITY. 

 Committee Chair: Niki Feniak 

 Liaison to Board: Jacqui Bennett  

 List of Committee Members: Bethany Tod, Rhonda Smith, Dawn Pettyjohn, Michele 

Ott, Kimi Dustin, Pete Deal, Jill Archibald  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Summation of Immediate Past Committee Activities: 

The Agility Committee continues to focus on exhibitor engagement. A batch of "Agility Ask Me" 

buttons featuring the slogan, "All Breeds! All Cats! All Fun! Ask Me About Agility," has been 

created. 

The Agility Committee has submitted an update to Article XXXVI, National/Regional/Divisional 

Awards Program, to the Rules Committee for consideration. The proposed update increases the 

minimum point requirement for Regional and National Agility awards and defines additional 

criteria that must be met for an agility competitor to achieve a National/Regional/Divisional win.  

Current Happenings of Committee: 

The Agility Committee is exploring scheduled agility demonstration times during shows to 

encourage spectator engagement. 

Future Projections for Committee: 

The Agility Committee is exploring the development of a Ringmaster contract to clearly define 

the responsibilities and expectations of both the club and the Ringmaster.  

Board Action Items: 

Background: 

The top 10 CFA Feline Agility National Winners are awarded a medallion at the Annual 

Banquet. The back is engraved with the cat's name, titles, and placement for the season. This 

makes the award difficult to display because one side of the medallion must be covered to view 

the other, and the engraving is difficult to read. 

CFA held a very successful fundraiser for rosettes this year. One agility competitor donated to 

the fundraiser believing Agility would be included. Only 10 rosettes would be needed for the 

National Agility Winners, and enough money was raised to cover two years of rosettes for all 

National Winners. 

It was disappointing when only medallions were awarded after the success of the fundraiser. The 

top three National Agility Winners were new to agility, and the lack of rosettes left them 

disappointed, especially since rosettes were awarded to the top 25 HHP, Kitten, Premiership, 

and Championship winners. 
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The Best in Agility National Winner was awarded at the same time as the 2nd through 10th Best 

in Agility winners. The Best HHP, Best Kitten, Best in Premiership, and Cat of the Year were 

awarded separately from the 2nd through 25th Best winners at the end of the banquet. 

Agility is treated differently at the banquet. This leaves competitors feeling that their efforts are 

not valued by CFA because their success is not celebrated in the same way as the other national 

winners. 

Motion: For rosettes to be made and awarded to the Top 10 National Agility Winners from the 

2025/2026 show season. 

Motion: For rosettes to be awarded to the Top 10 National Agility Winners beginning with the 

2026/2027 show season.  

Motion: For trophies to be awarded to the Top 10 National Agility Winners, equivalent to those 

awarded to the Top 25 HHP, Kitten, Premiership, and Championship winners, beginning after 

the current inventory of medallions has been depleted. 

Motion: For the Best Cat in Agility award to be presented separately at the end of the banquet, 

in the same manner as the Best HHP, Best Kitten, Best Premiership, and Cat of the Year 

winners. 

Time Frame: 

The requested time frame for the motion regarding the 2025–2026 rosettes is as soon as 

possible, as it pertains to recognition of last season’s winners. 

The requested time frame for all other motions is the 2026–2027 show season, with 

implementation in time for the 2027 Annual Banquet. 

What Will be Presented at the Next Meeting: 

To be determined  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Niki Feniak, Chair  
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(5) JUDGING PROGRAM REPORT. 

Executive Committee 

 Chairperson: Vicki Nye 

 Advisor/Coordinator: Rachel Anger 

List of Committee Members: 

 Rachel Anger: Associate Program Applications Administrator 

 Anne Mathis: Associate Program Training Administrator, Education – 

Judges’ Training/Tests and Continuing Education 

 Nancy Dodds: File Administrator  

 Jennifer Reding: File Administrator 

 Teresa Sweeney: File Administrator, Recruitment, Development and 

Mentoring Administrator 

 Leslie Carr: Application Administrator – Regions 1-9 

 Jodell Raymond: Application Administrator – International Division 

 Teresa Keiger: Education – Breed Awareness & Orientation 

 Neil Quigley: Guest Judge Administrator 

 Carla Bizzell: Ombudsperson 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Summation of Immediate Past Committee Activities: 

There are currently 23 individuals working their way through the CFA Judge training and 

advancing program, 5 of which are trainees. I would like to thank the Clubs, Show Management, 

our two CFA File Administrators and our Training Judges for their cooperation, and the amount 

of time and talent it takes to train our judges. Following the CFA Annual where Marilee 

Griswold was elected as President, Marilee has moved her assigned trainees and advancing 

judges to two Judging Programs File Administrators. Teresa Sweeney has agreed to take on the 

role as File Administrator in addition to her duties as recruitment, development and mentoring 

administrator and Jennifer Reding has joined the Judging Program Committee as a File 

Administrator. Nancy Dodds has generously offered to train both of the individuals on the 

processes of File Administrator. 

Current Happenings Of Committee: 

• The 2026 Judges’ exam available to take online beginning July 14th, 2026 due by August 

10th , 2026.  

• Breed Awareness and Orientation School scheduled in Phoenix, Arizona, December 10-

11 and 13, 2026 

• Breed Awareness and Orientation School out of the US will be in Shanghai China April 

15-18, 2027 

• 2026 Bengal Breed Presentation via ZOOM – by Pau Badia - August 5th- 6th 2026. 

• 2026 ZOOM delivery of CFA Judges’ Workshop August 10th, 2026.  
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• Carissa Altschul-Persian Breed Council Secretary will be delivering a ZOOM breed 

presentation on the Persian late summer 2026.  

• Anne Mathis is currently updating the Continuing Education log for the majority of our 

judges which are due by October 1, 2026. Report Cards and associated certificates are 

still due from 21 CFA Judges. 

The Judging Program Committee met on July 28th, 2026 to discuss advancements and other 

business to bring before the board.  

Judging Program Rule Changes 

Action Item: Adopt the following Judging Program rule changes, effective immediately.  

Section 2 – Application 

Requirements 

Judging Program Committee  

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 

2.2 Formal Requirements for Applying to the CFA 

Judging Program First Specialty Application 

The following items are not included in the 

Application Package, but sent directly to the 

Application Administrator: 

18. Error-free marked Judges’ Book with Judge’s 

Statement. 

2.2 Formal Requirements for Applying to the CFA 

Judging Program First Specialty Application 

The following items are not included in the 

Application Package, but sent directly to the 

Application Administrator: 

18. Error-free marked Judges’ Book with Judge’s 

Statement reviewed by a member of the Judging 

Program Committee. 

RATIONALE: Due to the change of Judge’s paperwork now in single copy format, the supervising judge 

no longer has their copy of paperwork to compare to the pre-Applicants marked judge’s book. The supervising 

judge no longer reviews the pre-applicant’s paperwork nor provides a statement. The JPC manages the review 

of pre-applicant paperwork. 

 

Leave of Absence: 

Karen Godwin Medical LOA till 8/31/2026 

Retirements/Resignations: 

Hilary Helmrich CFA Allbreed Judge 1987 – July 16, 2026 

Vicki and the CFA judging program board; 

I have been on a leave of absence for some time. During that time I had consultations and 

surgery with several doctors about my back and right side. The outcome has been that my back is 

not going to get better. It is a combination of arthritis and degeneration. 
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I cannot lift more than 8 pounds at a time, which means that I cannot lift the big cats anymore 
So I have decided to retire from judging cats. I miss them already. I really have loved working 

with the cats and the exhibitors. I grew personally in the program and travelled extensively. I 

have loved the entire experience. 

I would like to continue in the program in some capacity if you need me. Just let me know. 

Hilary 

The Judging Program’s reply 

Dear Hilary, 

I am sorry to read your letter of retirement, and I can tell your heart and passion are with CFA. 

As a member of CFA’s judging program committee, I accept your retirement letter with regret. 

Regards 

Vicki Nye 

Applications and Advancements: 

Applications: 

First Specialty Applications received by the June 3, 2026 deadline for October 3, 2026 

Board Meeting.  

• Sue Swaim – First Specialty Longhair—R2 Camarillo, California 

• PakHei Leun – First Specialty Longhair – ID Hong Kong 

• Sheri Shaffer – First Specialty Shorthair – R3. Cedar Park, Texas 

• Kieu Ngoc Nguyen – First Specialty Longhair – ID Viet Nam 

• Nadia Jaffar – First Specialty Longhair – ID, Singapore 

Second Specialty Applications received by the August 21, 2026 deadline.  

• None at the present time 

Advancements: 

One (1) advancement to be presented in closed session 

• Stella Liu – ID –Shanghai, China - From Shorthair Apprentice to Approval Pending 

Shorthair 

Advancements – Regular Judging Program:  

Advance from Apprentice to Approval Pending Specialty: 

Stella Liu – ID-China 

Shorthair 1st Specialty 
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What Will be Presented at the Next Meeting: 

• Applications: 

First Specialty Applications received by the June 3, 2026 deadline, to be considered at the 

October 3-4, 2026 Board Meeting. 

• Advancements 

• Plans for the December 10-13, 2026 BAOS in conjunction with the Phoenix Feline 

Fanciers show in Mesa, Arizona. 

 

Continuing Education Subcommittee 

 Chair: Anne Mathis 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Summation of Immediate Past Committee Activities: 

The 2026 Judges Workshop was held in Syracuse NY at the Marriott Syracuse Downtown on 

Thursday, June 25th 6:00PM—8:00PM. Topics included an overview of Show Rule and Show 

Standard changes over the last 2 seasons in preparation of the 2026 Judges’ Exam and 

discussion of the newly accepted divisions of Longhair Bengal, and Tailed Manx. 51 Individuals 

attended.  

Current Happenings of Committee: 

The ZOOM version of the Judges Workshop will be presented August 10th, 2026, and will be 

recorded for Judges to watch who were not able to attend to obtain 2 Continuing Education 

units.  Continuing Education has arranged for a ZOOM breed presentation of the Bengal with 

Pau Badia-Bengal Breed Council Secretary as the presenter on August 5th-6th 2026. Anne Mathis 

is currently updating the Continuing Education log for the majority of our judges which are due 

by October 1, 2026. Report Cards and associated certificates are still due from 21 CFA Judges. 

Anne Mathis has prepared the 2026 Judge’s exam which has now been delivered on July 14th, 

2026 to all CFA Judges via an email from Central Office, with a link to take the test online. The 

deadline for test completion is August 10th, and covers 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 Show Rule and 

Show Standards including the changes in the last two seasons. Passing score is 85%,  

Future Projections for Committee: 

Carissa Altschul-Persian Breed Council Secretary will be delivering a ZOOM breed 

presentation on the Persian late summer 2026.  

Anne Mathis is currently updating the Continuing Education log for the majority of our judges 

which are due by October 1, 2026. Report Cards and associated certificates are still due from 21 

CFA Judges. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Anne Mathis 

Breed Awareness and Orientation School Subcommittee 

 Subcommittee Coordinator: Teresa Keiger  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Happenings of Committee: 

Teresa Keiger reports that she is currently working on updating breed presentations for those 

breeds who have had significant changes and reviewing other BAOS presentations. 

A reminder to anyone with ANY interest in attending a BAOS to pencil in Dec.10-13. This 

includes judges needing continuing education credits and exhibitors just wanting to learn more 

about our breeds. The BAOS will be held in conjunction with the Phoenix Feline Fanciers' show 

at the Centennial Hall at the Mesa Convention Center in Mesa, AZ. The classroom portion of the 

school will be held Thursday and Friday at the hotel (TBD), and the handling portion will be in 

the show hall on Sunday. Complete details coming soon. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Teresa Keiger, BAOS Coordinator 

Guest Judging Report 

 Guest Judging Administrator: Neil Quigley  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Happenings of Committee: 

In addition to approving CFA Club requests to contract Guest Judges from Approved 

Associations, the Guest Judge Administrator also approves requests for CFA Judges to officiate 

for other approved Associations.  

CFA Judges to Judge non-CFA Assignments or present seminars: 

Judge Assn Sponsor/Club City/Country Date 

Hoskinson, Rick ACF  National Show Adelaide, Australia 06/06/26 

Hoskinson, Rick ACF FCCQ Brisbane, Australia 06/14/26 

Chung, Chloe WCF Wisdom Cat Breeder Assoc Bangkok, Thailand 07/28/26 

Rattanaweerawong, I Fun Show Meow Smile Cat Club Bangkok, Thailand 07/31/26 

Raymond, Allan TICA Feline Club Singapore Singapore 08/01/26 

Sariff, Amir Fun Show  Fiesta Kelantan Kota Bharu Kelantan, MLY 08/01/26 

Fogarty, Carol Fun Show International Fun Show Bekasi, Indonesia 08/02/26 

Heidt, Wendy Fun Show Hong Kong Black Cat Club Hong Kong 08/02/26 

Lee, Suki Fun Show Hong Kong Black Cat Club Hong Kong 08/02/26 
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Webb, Russell Fun Show  International Fun Show Bekasi, Indonesia 08/02/26 
Sariff, Amir Fun Show Aceh Pawfest 2026 Banda Aceh, Indonesia 08/23/26 
Rattanaweerawong, I Fun Show Central Breed Cat Club Bangkok, Thailand 08/30/26 
Fung, Kit WCF Super Cat Lover Chengdu, China 09/11/26 
Raymond, Allan WCF Feline Union Registry Assoc Bangkok, Thailand 09/12/26 
Vanwonterghem, Peter RUI RUI Kyiv, Ukraine 09/19/26 
Vanwonterghem, Yanina RUI RUI Kyiv, Ukraine 09/19/26 
Cheung, Grace CCCA Australian Cat Club Ringwood VIC Australia 09/20/26 
Raymond, Allan WCF Love Cat Shenzhen, China 12/18/26 
Kharchenko, Irina NZCF Mid Island Cat Club Te Awamutu, NZ 06/06/27 
Fung, Kit ACF Queensland Feline Assn Brisbane, Australia 11/14/27 

CFA Club Requests to use a Guest Judge: 

Judge Assn Sponsor/Club City/Country Date Approved 

Billing, Jurgen FIFe Universal Cats Club Orange, France 9/26/26 app 06/19/26 NQ 

De Luca, Chiara ENFI Universal Cats Club Orange, France 9/26/26 app 06/19/26 NQ 

Hamalainen, Satu FIFe Universal Cats Club Orange, France 9/26/26 app GJ 

De Luca, Chiara ENFI 44 Gatti Cat Club Malpensa Fiera, Italy 11/7/26 app 07/14/26 NQ 

Gubenko, Dmitriy RUI Temiro Cat Fanciers Istanbul, Turkey 11/7/26 app 07/14/26 NQ 

Merrill, Vicky CFF Club Felins Fleur de Lys Burlington, VT 1/17/27 app 06/02/26 NQ 

Shelton, Lorraine TICA Poinsettia City CC Glendale, CA 11/20/27 app 07/07/26 NQ 

2026-2027 Season Guest Judging. 

Approved Guest Judges limited to 10 or less without Board Approval, all other guest judges may 

only judge 5 CFA shows per season.2026-2027 Season compiled guest judge listing 

Guest Judge Name # Shows 

Anyfandi, Katerina 1 

Balciunene, Inga 1 

Billing, Jurgen 1 

Buchanan, Pat 1 

Capra, Flavia 1 

Centamore, Manuela 1 

de Landtsheer, Mary-Lise 1 

DeLuca, Chiara 2 

Gleason, Elaine 1 

Gubenko, Dmitriy 1 

Hamalainen, Satu 2 

Kuznetsova, Olga 1 

Lagarde, Jean Marc 1 

Maignaut, Richard 1 

Mantovani, Gianfranco 1 

Merrill, Vicky 2 
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Springer, Cezary 1 

Tarasova, Marianna 1 

Trautmann, Jurgen 1 

 

Judging Program Reports 

Respectfully Submitted 

Vicki Nye 
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(6) SHOW RULES. 

  Committee Chair: Ed Raymond 

  Liaison to Board: Carol Krzanowski 

 List of Committee Members: Cathy Dunham, Carla Bizzell 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Board Action Items: 

The following amendments are to be retroactive to June 26, 2026, the date that the Bylaws 

were amended to include Turkey in Region 9 – Europe. 

1. Amend Appendix B and Addendum 4 to remove the references to Turkey as part of the 

International Division. 

Amend Appendix B Show Rules Committee 

Appendix B 

International Division geographical areas 

Existing Wording 

ID Area Countries included in the area 

Africa/Asia West 

Algeria, Afghanistan, Africa, Azerbaijan, 

Bahrain, Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, 

Lebanon, Libya, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Reunion, Saudi 

Arabia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, 

Turkmenistan, United Arab, Emirates, and 

Uzbekistan  

China - East 
The provinces/cities of Fujian, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, 

Zhejiang, Anhui, Shandong, and Shanghai 

China - North 

The provinces/cities of Inner Mongolia, Hebei, 
Shanxi, Tianjin, Beijing, Liaoning, Jilin, and 

Heilongjiang 

China - West 

 

All of China not already covered by the 
provinces/cities listed for either East China or 

North China 

Hong Kong Hong Kong and Macao 

Indonesia Indonesia 

Israel Israel 

Malaysia Malaysia and Brunei 
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Oceania (not scored) 
Australia, Guam, New Zealand, and Northern 

Mariana Islands 

Philippines Philippines 

Singapore Singapore 

South/Central America 

Anguilla, Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, 

Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, 

Martinique, Antilles, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, 

and Venezuela 

South Korea South Korea 

Taiwan Taiwan 

Thailand Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Thailand 

Vietnam Vietnam 

Proposed Wording 

ID Area Countries included in the area 

Africa/Asia West 

Algeria, Afghanistan, Africa, Azerbaijan, 

Bahrain, Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, 

Lebanon, Libya, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, 

Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Reunion, Saudi 
Arabia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, 

Turkmenistan, United Arab, Emirates, and 

Uzbekistan  

China - East 
The provinces/cities of Fujian, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, 

Zhejiang, Anhui, Shandong, and Shanghai 

China - North 

The provinces/cities of Inner Mongolia, Hebei, 

Shanxi, Tianjin, Beijing, Liaoning, Jilin, and 

Heilongjiang 

China - West 

 

All of China not already covered by the 
provinces/cities listed for either East China or 

North China 

Hong Kong Hong Kong and Macao 

Indonesia Indonesia 

Israel Israel 

Malaysia Malaysia and Brunei 

Oceania (not scored) 
Australia, Guam, New Zealand, and Northern 

Mariana Islands 

Philippines Philippines 
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Singapore Singapore 

South/Central America 

Anguilla, Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, 

Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, 

Martinique, Antilles, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, 

and Venezuela 

South Korea South Korea 

Taiwan Taiwan 

Thailand Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Thailand 

Vietnam Vietnam 

 

Amend Addendum 4 to Article 

XXXVI – National/Regional/ 

Divisional Awards Program 

Show Rules Committee 

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 

To be eligible for an International Division Award in 

the Africa and western Asia (including the Middle 

East (minus Israel), Turkey, Iran, India, Maldives, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 

etc.) geographical area of the International Division 

for the 2026-2027 Show Season, cats must earn a 

minimum of the following: 100 points in 

championship, 25 points in kitten, 20 points in 

premiership, and 25 points in household pet 

competition. 

To be eligible for an International Division Award in 

the Africa and western Asia (including the Middle 

East (minus Israel), Turkey, Iran, India, Maldives, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 

etc.) geographical area of the International Division 

for the 2026-2027 Show Season, cats must earn a 

minimum of the following: 100 points in 

championship, 25 points in kitten, 20 points in 

premiership, and 25 points in household pet 

competition. 

RATIONALE: Housekeeping changes. Turkey is now part of Region 9. 

 

The following amendments are to be retroactive to the beginning of the 2026-2027 Show 

Season. 

2. Amend Show Rule 2.06 to make the definition of a Benched Cat consistent with how show 

counts are calculated. 

Article II – Definitions, Amend 

2.06 

Clerking Committee/Central Office (Scoring) 

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 
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2.06 A BENCHED CAT is one that is present and 

qualified for competition and judged in at least one 

ring. Such cat is presumed to be benched and present 

for competition throughout the entire show. Any cat 

competing in a ring, including a disqualified cat, is 

considered a benched cat for scoring purposes. 

2.06 A BENCHED CAT is one that is present and 

qualified for competition and judged in at least one 

ring. Such cat is presumed to be benched and present 

for competition throughout the entire show, except as 

specified in 28.02 and Article XXXVI. (See also 2.18 

and 11.23). Any cat competing in a ring, including a 

disqualified cat, is considered a benched cat for 

scoring purposes. 

RATIONALE: In the recent past, changes have been to the way show counts are being tallied, and this rule 

update clarifies the definition of a “Benched Cat” to be consistent with other show rules. 

 

3. Amend Show Rule 12.01 to allow master clerks and judges to work with exhibitors and 

make corrections in the show hall. 

Article XII – Show 

Recordkeeping, Amend 12.01 

Central Office (Scoring) 

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 

12.01 The judge must sign all color class sheets, 

breed sheets and final sheets. Judges shall mark the 

Best and Second Best of Breed or Division as well 

as Best Champion of Breed or Division and Best 

Premier of Breed or Division on the judges’ color 

class sheets, if the judge determines these awards at 

the completion of judging the breed or division. If a 

judge does not award the breed or division awards at 

the completion judging the breed or division, the 

chief ring clerk must forward the judge’s color class 

sheet to the master clerk without the awards marked. 

The master clerk will return the judges’ color class 

sheet for completion by the time the award is 

announced and recorded. Judges must initial all error 

corrections. 

Judges must complete and sign final sheets, 

including the titles for cats receiving final awards in 

the Championship and Premiership classes by the 

completion of finals. The chief ring clerk and master 

clerk will check and initial the CFA judges’ color 

class sheets, breed sheets and finals sheets. 

The master clerk must immediately post the sheets in 

a manner readily accessible to all exhibitors. Awards 

12.01 The judge must sign all color class sheets, 

breed sheets and final sheets. Judges shall mark the 

Best and Second Best of Breed or Division as well as 

Best Champion of Breed or Division and Best 

Premier of Breed or Division on the judges’ color 

class sheets, if the judge determines these awards at 

the completion of judging the breed or division. If a 

judge does not award the breed or division awards at 

the completion judging the breed or division, the 

chief ring clerk must forward the judge’s color class 

sheet to the master clerk without the awards marked. 

The master clerk will return the judges’ color class 

sheet for completion by the time the award is 

announced and recorded. Judges must initial all error 

corrections. 

Judges must complete and sign final sheets, 

including the titles for cats receiving final awards in 

the Championship and Premiership classes by the 

completion of finals. The chief ring clerk and master 

clerk will check and initial the CFA judges’ color 

class sheets, breed sheets and finals sheets. 

The master clerk must immediately post the sheets in 

a manner readily accessible to all exhibitors. Awards 
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as posted are final and may not be changed except as 

provided by show rule 12.15. 

as posted are final and may not be changed except as 

provided by show rule 12.15. 

RATIONALE: Awards are not final until Central Office (Scoring) has completed the review and scoring 

process and procedures. This change allows master clerks and judges to work with exhibitors and make 

corrections in the show hall prior to the paperwork reaching Central Office. 

NOTE: Following the presentation to the ID attendees on how to correct color classes, it was pointed out 

that the suggested process did not comport with the show rules. This change fixes that problem. 

 

4. Amend Show Rule 12.15 to provide how color class changes can be made in the show 

hall. 

Article XII – Show 

Recordkeeping, Amend 12.15 

Central Office (Scoring) 

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 

12.15 The master clerk is responsible for initialing 

and posting the color class sheets that have been 

fully checked. The sheets should be available upon 

request by an exhibitor. Once the master clerk has 

completed checking the color class sheets and has 

initialed the sheets, the awards can only be changed 

as follows: If a mechanical error is discovered after 

the master clerk has initialed the sheets, the error 

may be corrected by the judge. The judge’s written 

confirmation of the correction must be provided with 

the show records. The only other method of 

changing the awards after they have been posted is 

by action of the CFA board.* 

*If a mechanical error is discovered after the close 

of the show, the Central Office will void the affected 

win(s). 

The proceeding notwithstanding, a mechanical error 

not discovered until after the master clerk has 

initialed the sheets may be corrected by the judge. A 

judge's written confirmation of the correction must 

be provided with the show records. 

12.15 The master clerk is responsible for initialing 

and posting the color class sheets that have been fully 

checked. The sheets should be available upon request 

by an exhibitor. Once the master clerk has completed 

checking the color class sheets and has initialed the 

sheets, the awards can only be changed as follows: If 

a mechanical error is discovered after the master 

clerk has initialed the sheets, the error may be 

corrected by the judge. The judge’s written 

confirmation of the correction must be provided with 

the show records. The only other method of changing 

the awards after they have been posted is by action 

of the CFA board.* 

*If a mechanical error is discovered after the close of 

the show, the Central Office will void the affected 

win(s). 

The proceeding notwithstanding, a mechanical error 

not discovered until after the master clerk has 

initialed the sheets may be corrected by the judge. A 

judge's written confirmation of the correction must 

be provided with the show records. 

12.15 – The master clerk must mechanically verify, 

record, and initial all judges’ color class pages, 

judges’ breed sheets, and finals sheets. Once posted, 
color class pages, judges’ breed sheets, and finals 

sheets must be in a place where they are available 
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upon request to exhibitors. If a mechanical error is 

discovered after the master clerk has initialed the 

sheets, the error may be corrected by the judge. If a 

mechanical error is discovered after the close of the 

show and can be corrected by the judge, scoring will 

contact the judge for clarification or correction. If a 

mechanical error is discovered after the close of the 

show and cannot be corrected by the judge, scoring 

will void the affected win(s). If a color class change 

is needed during the show, a few steps need to 

happen: 

 a. The exhibitor needs to go to each ring they have 

not been in and let the ring clerk know of the change. 

 b. The exhibitor must complete a catalog correction 

slip with the master clerk correcting the color 

description and/or color class number. 

c. If the cat was the only cat in its class and had been 

in any rings prior to the change being made, the 

exhibitor may take the paperwork to the judge for 

correction at a convenient time; the judge still retains 

the option to refuse to make the change. 

RATIONALE: This change clarifies how changes can be made in the show hall and allows master clerks 

and judges to work with exhibitors to make needed corrections prior to the paperwork reaching Central 

Office. 

NOTE: Following the presentation to the ID attendees on how to correct color classes, it was pointed out 

that the suggested process did not comport with the show rules. This change fixes that problem. 

 

5. Amend Show Rules 12.07 and 12.08 to clarify the responsibilities of the Master Clerk 

with respect to the completeness and accuracy of the Clerk’s entries in the catalogue. 

Article XII: Show 

Recordkeeping – 

Amend 12.07 and 

12.08 

Judging Program Committee and Clerking Committee 

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 

12.07 The chief ring clerk shall mark a catalog as the 

judge places ribbons and rosettes on the cages, 

indicating 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best/Second Best of Color 

Class, Best/Second Best of Breed/Division, Best 

Champion/Best Premier of Breed/Division, Merit 

Awards for HHP (mark M in the catalog) Veterans 

(mark V in the catalog), and Miscellaneous classes 

12.07 The chief ring clerk shall mark a catalog as the 

judge places ribbons and rosettes on the cages, 

indicating 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Best/Second Best of Color 

Class, Best/Second Best of Breed/Division, Best 

Champion/Best Premier of Breed/Division, Merit 

Awards for HHP (mark M in the catalog) Veterans 

(mark V in the catalog), and Miscellaneous classes 
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(Mark a dash “ -” in the catalog) and all Finals 

awards. The chief ring clerk must NEVER mark the 

catalog using the judge’s color class sheets. All 

absentees and transfers including competitive 

transfers after the first day of a two day show must 

be clearly marked in the catalog. The chief ring clerk 

will complete a consolidated breed summary for 

longhair and shorthair breeds to include kittens, 

championship, and premiership. If the consolidated 

breed summary pages are not part of the printed 

catalog the individual pages must be included with 

the catalog. Upon completion of judging the ring 

clerk will take the completed catalog to the master 

clerk for verification signature on the catalog cover. 

12.08 The chief ring clerk shall provide a fully 

marked catalog signed by the master clerk to the 

judge for his ring at the close of the show. The 

signature of the master clerk will serve as 

notification that the judge has been checked out for 

the show  

(Mark a dash “ -” in the catalog) and all Finals 

awards. The chief ring clerk must NEVER mark the 

catalog using the judge’s color class sheets. All 

absentees and transfers including competitive 

transfers after the first day of a two day show must 

be clearly marked in the catalog. The chief ring clerk 

will complete a consolidated breed summary for 

longhair and shorthair breeds to include kittens, 

championship, and premiership for their use in 

verifying the Judge’s mechanics. If the consolidated 

breed summary pages are not part of the printed 

catalog the individual pages must should be included 

with the catalog. Upon completion of judging the 

ring clerk will take the completed marked catalog to 

the master clerk for verification signature on the 

catalog cover. 

12.08 The chief ring clerk shall provide a fully 

marked catalog signed by the master clerk to the 

judge for his ring at the close of the show. The 

signature of the master clerk will serve as 

notification that the judge has been checked out for 

the show. This signature does not attest to the 

accuracy or completeness of the clerk’s markings in 

the catalog.  

RATIONALE: The Master Clerk’s signature on the catalog only indicates that the Judge is checked out 

and free to leave the show hall. Some of the language in these rules caused some Master Clerks to check the 

catalog for completeness and, in some cases, to check the catalog against the Judge’s sheets. This caused 

more work for the Master Clerk and a delay in the check-out process. 

 

6. Amend Article XXXVI to allow points earned in Regions 1-7 and 9 to be counted toward 

South/Central America DW awards. 

Article XXXVI – 

National/Regional/Divisional 

Awards Program, amend 

Awards Exception #4. 

International Division Committee 

Existing Wording Proposed Wording 

Each CFA region, as well as Hawaii and the 

International division presents its own set of awards 

based on the points a cat receives using the rules 

outlined in the “Scoring” section, with the following 

exceptions: 

... 

Each CFA region, as well as Hawaii and the 

International division presents its own set of awards 

based on the points a cat receives using the rules 

outlined in the “Scoring” section, with the following 

exceptions: 

... 
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4. All divisional awards given in the International 

Division are based only on points earned in 

International Division by exhibitors residing in 

International Division. Cats/kittens/household pets 

may be shown in more than one of these divisions 

and the points earned in shows outside the owner’s 

division of residence will be included in the scoring 

process, except that only points earned in the 

Africa/Asia West geographic area will be counted 

toward awards in that division. No 

cat/kitten/household pet may receive awards in more 

than one of these divisions. Points earned at the CFA 

International show, produced by CFA Central 

Office, may also be used toward these awards. 

... 

 

4. All divisional awards given in the International 

Division are based only on points earned in 

International Division by exhibitors residing in 

International Division, except that points earned in 

Regions 1-7 and 9 will be counted toward awards in 

the South/Central America geographic area. 

Cats/kittens/household pets may be shown in more 

than one of these divisions and the points earned in 

shows outside the owner’s division of residence will 

be included in the scoring process, except that only 

points earned in the Africa/Asia West geographic 

area will be counted toward awards in that division. 

No cat/kitten/household pet may receive awards in 

more than one of these divisions. Points earned at the 

CFA International show, produced by CFA Central 

Office, may also be used toward these awards. 

... 

RATIONALE: Last season, there were exhibitors from Costa Rica and Argentina who attended shows in 

Vermont and in Europe. They earned points which counted towards NW-ID awards but not toward DW 

awards. The shows in Regions 1 and 9 were much closer than any shows in the ID for these exhibitors. This 

change will allow points earned at those shows to be counted toward South/Central America DW awards. 

 

Future Projections for Committee: 

The Committee will present Show Rule changes for the 2027-2028 show season at the October 

2026 Board Meeting. All requests for Show Rule changes must be submitted to the Chair of the 

Show Rules Committee no later than September 1, 2026 to allow sufficient time for proposals to 

be drafted and reviewed. Please share this deadline with the committees for which you are the 

board liaison. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ed Raymond, Chair 
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(7) SHOW SCHEDULING. 

 Committee Chair: Janet Moyer 

 List of Committee Members: Howard Webster, Vicki Jensen, Tracy Roberts, Traci 

Whittenberg, Carmen Marie Johnson-Lawrence, Melody 

Boyd 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Summation of Immediate Past Committee Activities: 

The new Show Scheduling Committee is up and running. The committee consists of the Regional 

Directors from Regions 1 through 7 and has begun operating under the new show scheduling 

structure. 

The committee has been working on its policies and procedures and has established guidelines 

for reviewing show date requests. The goal is to provide a consistent process for clubs, Regional 

Directors, and the committee as show date requests are submitted and reviewed. 

Current Happenings of Committee: 

Central Office is currently working on a fillable PDF form that will be distributed to the Fancy 

and to CFA clubs. This form will be used by clubs to request a show date through the 

appropriate Regional Director. 

Once a request is received, the Regional Director will review the proposed date for potential 

conflicts, including existing shows, geography, adjacent region impact, exhibitor-base overlap, 

and other relevant considerations. The Regional Director will then bring the request to the Show 

Scheduling Committee for review. 

If the request moves forward from committee review, the proposed show date will be posted to 

the CFA list for a 7-day comment period. If no objections are received during that period, the 

show date will be approved. If an objection is received, the matter will be referred for further 

review and, if necessary, presented to the Board. 

While the 500-mile rule remains an important guideline, the committee does not intend to 

approve show dates based solely on mileage. Other factors may need to be considered, including 

the number of shows already scheduled on a weekend, geographic location, potential impact on 

existing clubs due to exhibitor-base overlap, and judge availability. These factors are especially 

important when a proposed show would add to an already full weekend. 

The committee’s goal is to work with clubs in a constructive manner by providing guidance, 

identifying potential concerns, and helping clubs evaluate whether a proposed date is likely to be 

successful. In some cases, this may include encouraging a club to consider an alternate date 

when the proposed weekend could divide the exhibitor base or create unnecessary conflict with 

existing shows. 
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The committee does not view its role as simply approving or denying requests. Rather, the goal is 

to help clubs make informed decisions while protecting the overall health of the show calendar, 

existing clubs, exhibitors, judges, and the fancy as a whole. 

Future Projections for Committee: 

The committee anticipates having the fillable form and related procedures fully in place within 

the next 30 days. The committee is fully functional in the meantime and is currently reviewing 

show date requests. 

What Will be Presented at the Next Meeting: 

The committee will provide an update on the fillable show date request form, implementation of 

the show date review process, and any show scheduling matters requiring Board attention. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Janet Moyer, Chair 
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Reports of Special (Select or Ad Hoc) Committees 

None.  
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Unfinished Business and General Orders 

(8) OTHER COMMITTEES. 
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(9) NEW BUSINESS. 
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(10) OLD BUSINESS. 

 

* * * * * 

 

The open session meeting was adjourned at _____ p.m. EST. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rachel Anger, Secretary 

(11) DISCIPLINARY HEARINGS AND SUSPENSIONS. 

Disciplinary Hearings And Suspensions: Cases that have been reviewed by the Protest 

Committee and for which a recommendation was presented to the Board. The following case was 

heard, a tentative decision was rendered, timely notice was given to the parties, and no appeal 

and/or appeal fee was filed. Therefore, final disposition is as follows: 

 

Appeals: Cases that have been reviewed by the Protest Committee and for which a 

recommendation was presented to and heard by the Board, a tentative decision was rendered, 

timely notice was given to the party, an appeal and/or appeal fee was timely filed, and the appeal 

was heard by the Board of Directors. Therefore, final disposition is as follows: 

None 

Board-Cited Hearing: The Board may consider any protest filed by any member of a member 

club or in any other manner brought to the attention of the Executive Board. The Board may 

delegate authority to one or more persons to review, investigate, and determine if probable cause 

exists for the filing of a formal protest. This case was heard on direct cite by the CFA Executive 

Board. Timely notice was given to the parties, and the matter was heard. Final disposition is as 

follows: 

None 
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