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Maine Coon   vs   Norwegian Forest



NFC General Information

ÅñSturdy catò

Å ñDistinguishing 

double coatò

Å ñEasily recognizable 

body shapeò

Å ñIt is a slow maturing 

breed, attaining full 

growth at 

approximately five 

years of age.ò

NFC Kitten
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HEAD - General (50 points)

Equilateral triangle where all sides are of equal 

length as measured from the outside of the base of 

the ear to the point of the chin.  The neck is short 

and heavily muscled.



50 Points 

are on the 

HEAD



HEAD - POINT DISTRIBUTION

PROFILE - 10 pts.

CHIN - 5 pts.

EARS - 10 pts.

MUZZLE - 10 pts.

NECK - 5 pts.

EYE SHAPE - 5 pts.

EYE SET- 5 pts.



Nose Profile - 10 points

ñStraight from the brow ridge to the tip of the nose 

without a break in the line.  The flat forehead 

continues into a gentle curved skull and neck.



Proper profiles



Profile with Dip and weak chin

Note:  Severe Nose Break - Disqualify

Straight - correct profile

and chin.

Dip ïundesirable profile soft undershot chin ï

undesirable



Profile Optical Illusion

Cats with proper and 

straight profiles may 

have excess hair 

between the eyes that 

give the illusion that the 

profile is curved.  



Use your finger to flatten the hair between the 

eyes and feel the straight profile below the fur.



CHIN - 5pts.
The chin is firm and should be in 

line with the front of the nose.  It is 

gently rounded in profile.



MUZZLE -10 points
Part of the straight line extending toward the base of ear without 

pronounced whisker pads and without a pinch. 



Muzzle



EARS - 10 points

Å Medium to large

Å Rounded at the tip

Å Broad at the base

Å Alert

Å As much on the side of the 

head as on top

Å Cup of ear pointing a bit 

sideways accentuating the 

triangle

Å Lynx tips are desirable



EARS - 10 pts. 

Å  Outside of the ear

should follow the lines

from the side of the head

down to the chin.



EARS

Å Heavily 

furnished

Å Lynx tips are 

desirable . . . 

BUT NOT 

REQUIRED



EYES - 10 pts. 
Shape - 5 pts. 

Set - 5 pts

Å Large, almond 

shaped

Å Well-opened and 

expressive

Å Set at a slight angle 

with the outer corner 

higher than the inner 

corner.

All Color eyes allowed



Green eyed, blue eyed 

and odd eyed



odd eyed kitten   







BODY - 30 points

Åsolidly muscled and well -balanced - moderate in length

Åsubstantial bone structure - powerful appearance 

Åbroad chest and considerable girth - great depth of flank

Åmales - large & imposing 

ÅFemales - may be smaller & refined



The body is rectangular in shape.

The body IS NOT SQUARE.



BODY ïPoint Distribution

Legs/Feet - 10 pts. Boning - 5 pts.

Tail - 5 pts.

Torso - 10 pts.





A little extra padding on the body was essential to their survival



LEGS -10 pts.

Å Medium with 

hind legs longer 

than front legs, 

making the rump 

higher than the 

shoulders.

Kitten showing nice rise in the 

rump.



LEGS - 10 points (cont.)

Å Thighs - heavily 

muscled 

Å Lower legs -

substantial

Å Back legs straight

Å Front paws appear to 

be ñtoe outò 

Å Large round, firm paws 

with heavy tufting 

between toes



Legs 10 pts.

ñToe Outò is allowed in the NFC



TAIL ï5 pts.

Å Long and bushy

Å Broader at base

Å Length of tail = 

body from base 

of tail to base of 

neck

Å Guard hairs, 

desirable



Tail should reach the 

shoulders when 

measured as shown.



COAT: Length & Texture - 10 pts

Å Dense undercoat

Å Long, glossy and smooth 

water-resistant guard 

hairs

Å Short collar at neck

Å Side mutton chops

Å Frontal ruff

Å Britches on hind legs



COAT - Additional Information

Å Fuller in the Winter than the Summer

Å Softer coats permitted in shaded, solid, and bicolor 

cats

Å Type and quality of coat is the primary concern (wooly 

coats are discouraged)

Å Preference is for a non-matting coat that is water 

repellent.

Å Color and pattern are secondary

Ê



COAT 
Color & Pattern - 5 pts. 

Å Every color and pattern is allowable except for 

those showing hybridization (chocolate, 

lavender/lilac, pointed patterns, or these 

combinations with white)

Å Color and pattern should be clear and distinct

Ê



As a natural breed only

5 Points are on Color and Pattern



COLORSCOLORS



Black



White





Tabby and white Van



Brown Tabby



Black & White



Black and white



Tortoiseshell



CALICO



Tortoiseshell and white? Calico? Patched tabby and white?

Remember, only 2 ½ points on color and 2 ½ points on pattern.





Either way, a very popular NFO color.



Silver Patched Tabby & White



Brown Patched Tabby & White



Brown patched tabby and white





Red Tabby & White



Red Tabby and white

YOUNG ADULTS



MATURE ADULT







SILVER TABBY



Silver tabby and white


