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Introduction

• Last CFA workshop presentation: 2008
• More Korats are being shown today; 

many judges have limited hands-on 
experience

• Goal: clearer, more accessible guidance 
for judges

• Future: online video version planned for 
Judging Program



First Impressions
Meeting a Korat for the First Time

• Surprising weight; coiled muscular power

• Heart-shaped face immediately visible

• Silver-tipped coat creates a luminous “halo.”

• Coat breaks over the body in motion

• Profile shows a slight stop and a lion-like 
downward curve



The Head: Foundation 
of the Breed

40 Points: The Korat Head
Key Points:

• Evaluation begins with the head
• Heart shape must be clear and balanced
• Eyebrow ridges form upper curves
• Cheekbones taper to a rounded chin
• Ideal heart: neither narrow nor wide



Ear Structure
Ears That Complete the Heart
Key Points:

• Viewed best from the front
• Large, rounded tips; broad base
• Continue the outer lines of the heart
• Adequate width between ears
• Feather toy helps show natural ear shape and heart shape

Judging tip:
Excessive handling to examine the head may cause the Korat to be impatient with judging. A feather is an 
excellent tool to not only observe the heart-shaped face 
but also the cat’s natural ear set.



Profile & Expression
The Lion-Like Profile
Key Points:

• Slight stop between forehead and 
nose

• Downward curve above leather is 
essential

• Strong chin supports expression
• Balanced proportions create harmony



Eyes
The Korat Eye: Shape and Color
Key Points:
• Large, round, wide-open
• Wide-set to maintain heart width
• Mature color: luminous peridot green
• Young cats may still be developing color



Body & Structure
A Body Built by Nature
Key Points:
• Substantial, muscular, stone-like weight
• Broad chest; strong shoulders
• Natural waist below rib cage
• Tail tapers to a rounded tip
• Back carries natural curve >> coat break



Movement & 
Function

Strength, Agility, Stealth
Key Points:
• Steel-spring power for leaps
• Quiet, deliberate movement
• Coat lies close, enhancing musculature
• Blue-to-silver gradient creates shifting 

shadows



Coat Color & Sheen

The Signature Silver Sheen
Key Points:
• Pale silver-blue roots >> deeper blue shaft
• Silver tipping strongest on muzzle and toes
• Creates “halo effect’ in motion
• Not comparable any other blue breed
• Lighter does not equal better; sheen is essential



Development 
Over Time
Slow Maturation: A Hallmark of 
the Breed

Key Points:
• Body and coat improve with age
• Kittens may show ghost tabby/spots
• Proportions may look gangly
• Eye color matures slowly



Body Proportions
Balance & Geometry

Key Points:
• 25 points: body, legs/feet, tail
• Legs sturdy without bulk
• Body appears nearly square
• Natural back curve shortens the 

appearance
• Semi-cobby: compact strength and athletic grace



Head Emphasis

The Heart Defines the Breed

Key Points:
• 40 points dedicated to the head
• Heart must be full, curved, balanced
• Not narrow, pointed, or angular
• Creates unmistakable expression



Heart Shape Details

Understanding the Valentine Outline

Key Points:
• Slight indentation at the top of the head is 

typical
• Eyebrow ridges form upper curves
• Cheekbones taper to a full muzzle
• Strong chin completes the heart



Eyes: 
Structure 
vs. Color

Structure first, Color later

Key Points:
• Shape, size, and placement define the heart
• Wide-set eyes maintain width
• Small/close-set eyes distort the silhouette
• Color develops slowly; structure is permanent



Profile Faults
Correct vs. Incorrect Profiles

Key Points:
• Too deep a stop: domed forehead
• Too shallow a stop: long, unbalanced 

look
• Correct: slight stop and downward 

curve



Ear Placement
Ears That Support the Heart

Key Points:
• Should follow the outer lines of the face
• Too high is incorrect
• Too large is donkey-like
• Proper placement is essential to expression

Too high

Donkey-like

Proper 
Placement



Conclusion

The Essence of the Korat

Key Points:
• Beauty lies in balance and subtlety
• Heart-shaped head, luminous eyes, silver-tipped 

coat
• Structure constant; refinement develops with age
• Evaluate with an understanding of the maturation 

rate
• Balanced judging reveals true elegance



Key 
Takeaways

What Every Judge Should Remember

• Head defines the breed
• Eye placement/size > color
• Profile must show a stop and a downward curve
• Ear placement supports heart shape
• Development is gradual
• Judging requires an informed, balanced approach


