
REGISTRATION RULES – EXOTIC 
 

(Revised: 02/26) 
 
ALLOWABLE OUTCROSS BREEDS: 

Persian  

 
BREED CODES: 

10 – no colorpointed background  

51 – colorpointed and CPC  

 
PEDIGREE REQUIREMENTS (last date showing is current): 

Date:   5 generations Date:    

Date:2/26 blue or odd-eyes 
(with the 
exception of 
solid white and 
color point)* 

Date:   

 
*Exotic cats with blue or odd-eyes (with the exception of solid white and color point) to 
include a DNA test proving the cat does not carry the PAX3, dominant blue eye (DBE) gene. 
The cat must be microchipped, and the microchip number must appear on the test results 
presented for registration. Only after this proof has been presented to the central office, along 
with a 5-generation pedigree, can the cat be registered. 
 
FOREIGN-CAT REQUIREMENTS (if different from above): 

Date:  

Date:  

 
REGISTER AS LH EXOTIC:  

(02/12) Register as LH Exotic: 
LH Exotic X LH Exotic offspring 

(02/12) Register as LH Exotic: 
LH Exotic X Persian offspring 

 
REGISTER AS AOV: 

  

  

  
DO NOT ACCEPT (cat to be registered or cats in background): 

Ticked tabby    

    

 
SIGNIFICANT ACCEPTANCE DATES:  

Registration:   Effective:  9/66 

Provisional: Effective:  

Championship: Effective: 1/1/67   

LH Exotic Division Effective 05/09 

 
BCS CODE SERIES: 

7700, 7800, 7900 – BC 10  

7300, 7400, 7500, 7600 – BC 51  



A "L" after a BCS code denotes 
Longhair 

 

  
REGISTRATION PREFIXES (COLORS): 
 
 

https://cfa.org/breeds/color-prefix-chart/#exotic 
  

https://cfa.org/breeds/color-prefix-chart/#exotic


BREED NOTES – EXOTIC  
 
Spotted tabby accepted 2/98. 
 
Chocolate or lilac cats with NEW DAWN background can be registered even though no 
pointed cats are showing in the pedigree. 
 
Breed name changed from Exotic Shorthair 2/93. 
 
Before the British Shorthair breed was accepted for CFA registration, imported cats of this 
breed were registered as Exotic or as American SH. 
 
Van eliminated as separate class from bi-colors – 2/06 
 
(02/14): The Persian Breed Council proposed to prohibit the showing of Longhair Exotics in the 
Persian classes, effective May 1, 2014.  Board deemed for Information Only – no action taken.  
 
(02/12): As part of the compromise to permit longhair Exotics to be shown as Persians, 
kittens produced from breedings from Longhair Exotics x Longhair Exotics and from longhair Exotics 
x Persians were no longer registerable in CFA. Both the Exotic and Persian Breed Councils have 
agreed to rescind that restriction. At the 2/4-5/12 Board Meeting, this restriction was lifted. Effective 
immediately, CFA will register kittens from such breedings. They will be registered as Longhair 
Exotics.  All other pertinent criteria as established below is still in effect.  
 
(02/09): The board voted to pass the compromise that had been voted on by the Persian and Exotic 
breed councils. This compromise was developed with the cooperation of the Breeds and Standards 
committee, the Exotic and Persian breed council secretaries (Peter Vanwontergehm and Nancy 
Petersen respectively), and Becky Orlando and Carla Bizzell, who sat in for the Exotic BC secretary 
at the meeting that was held to work out a compromise at the Louisville annual meeting. There are 
bound to be many questions regarding the implementation of this compromise. 
Hopefully these guidelines will answer many of those questions. 
 
Registrations 
Any Kittens from LH Exotic X LH Exotic breedings or LH Exotic X Persian breedings that are born 
after 4/15/09 will not be registered in CFA, not even as AOV’s. (See #2 below) Cats that already exist 
from these breedings that were born prior to 4/15/09 may be registered with the appropriate fees. 
These cats can also be shown in Championship, Premiership and as score-able kittens. All litters that 
are born after 4/15/09 from a LH Exotic X  LH Exotic breeding or from a LH Exotic X Persian breeding 
may be recorded through the CATS (Cats Ancestral Tracking Service). Those cats would remain in 
that recording service until the non-conforming cat or cats drop off of the pedigree.  In the case of the 
Persian, that would currently be after the fifth generation. Cats that are already registered in CFA as 
LH Exotics will be grandfathered in. 
 
Showing 
As of 5/1/09, LH Exotics that either fell into the “Grandfathered” category or are from Persian X SH 
Exotic breedings can be shown at any CFA show. They must be in a color accepted within the 
Persian standard. For example, although spotted tabbies exist in the Exotics, they do not exist in the 
Persian color classes and cannot be shown, except as an Exotic AOV. There are also some other 
differences in the color classes and it is up to the exhibitor to determine that their cat’s color conforms 
to an existing, accepted color within the Persian color classes. 
 
Procedure to enter, show and score a LH Exotic 



Exhibitor completes the entry form, showing the cat as a Persian, listing the appropriate Persian color 
class. For example, a conforming Black LH Exotic Male would complete in Color Class 0108. The cat 
will appear in the catalog, the master clerk catalog and the judge’s books in the appropriate Persian 
color class and will be handled and evaluated in that class, along with any Persians and other 
conforming LH Exotics. 
Points will be earned in the Persian color class. For example, if that Black LH Exotic is a Champion 
and receives the Purple Champion ribbon, it will receive one CH point for the other Solid Persians 
and LH Exotics competing in that class in that ring. If a standard Persian receives the Purple ribbon, it 
will earn points for the Persians and any and all LH Exotics that compete in that class. If there are two 
opens in the same color class of the same sex, one a LH Exotic and the other a Persian, they will 
compete for one winner’s ribbon. 
Regional and National Points will be assigned in the same manner. Any Regional and National breed 
and color points will be earned by the LH Exotics for wins within the newly created LH Exotic Division. 
At the end of each season, there will be a Best, Second and Third Best LH Exotic, as there is 
currently a Best, Second and Third Best SH Exotic. No one Exotic will be best overall.  There will be 
no Division wins within the Exotic other than Longhair and Shorthair; that is, there will be no Solid 
Division, Parti Color Division, etc. Those Divisions will still only exist within the Persian breed. 
Point thresholds for Regional and National Breed and Color wins will be in effect, as they are for all 
other breeds/divisions. End-of-year color class awards in the LH Exotics will be different that those of 
the SH Exotics, as the wins will be based on the color classes currently accepted by the Persians. 
The Exotics do accept different colors than the Persians but repeating that only those cats that 
conform to existing accepted color classes within the Persian can compete in the show ring; if they 
cannot compete, they cannot earn points. 
 

Procedure to re-register any Exotic currently designated as CPC (colorpoint carrier) to the 
non-CPC registration code. 
Provide the cat’s current registration number, corresponding microchip number, and DNA results 
proving the cat is not a carrier of the colorpoint gene.  After all proof is submitted to the central office 
and a registration transfer fee has been paid, a new non-CPC number would be issued. 
If a CPC dam has not been previously tested, and has gotten a new number, all the kittens will 
remain with CPC numbers, and would have to go through the process individually to determine their 
CPC status for the offspring to qualify for new numbers.   
If a cat qualifies as non-CPC, but had offspring previously that were also designated CPC out of that 
cat and a parent that wasn’t a CPC, the offspring will automatically qualify to get the new number, 
(after request and payment of registration fee), because it would be impossible for the offspring to 
have carried the gene.  
If at any time, any cat is bred to another pointed or designated possible CPC cat, the offspring would 
have to go through the process again to prove they were not carrying the gene to get the new 
number.  
 

 

 

 

 

  



REGISTRATION RULES – HISTORICAL 
 

EXOTIC 
 

ALLOWABLE OUTCROSS BREEDS: 

Persian  

American SH – between 7/1/75 and 
4/30/87 

(02/09) do NOT accept LH Exotic X Persian Register as 
LH Exotic 

Any SH breed – bd before 7/1/75 02/12 accept LH Exotic X LH Exotic register as LH 
Exotic 

(02/09) Do NOT accept LH Exotic X 
LH Exotic as LH Exotic 

02/12 accept LH Exotic X Persian 
Register as LH Exotic 

 
BREED CODES: 

10 – no colorpointed background  

51 – colorpointed and CPC  

 
PEDIGREE REQUIREMENTS (last date showing is current): 

Date:   5 generations Date:    

Date:  Date:   

 
FOREIGN-CAT REQUIREMENTS (if different from above): 

Date:  

Date:  

 
REGISTER AS LH EXOTIC:  

(02/12) Register as LH Exotic: 
LH Exotic X LH Exotic offspring 

(02/12) Register as LH Exotic: 
LH Exotic X Persian offspring 

 
REGISTER AS AOV: 

Longhair  (02/09)  

Any LH Exotic in a non-Persian color/pattern.  

  
DO NOT ACCEPT (cat to be registered or cats in background): 

Ticked tabby   

(02/09) any kittens from LH Exotic X LH Exotic 
or LH Exotic X Persian born after 4/15/09 

  

 
SIGNIFICANT ACCEPTANCE DATES:  

Registration:   Effective:  9/66 

Provisional: Effective: 

Championship: Effective: 1/1/67   

LH Exotic Effective:  05/09 

 
BCS CODE SERIES: 

7700, 7800, 7900 – BC 10 An "L" after a BCS code denotes 
longhair 

7300, 7400, 7500, 7600 – BC 51  

  
REGISTRATION PREFIXES (COLORS): 
 



https://cfa.org/breeds/color-prefix-chart/#exotic 
  

https://cfa.org/breeds/color-prefix-chart/#exotic


 
BREED NOTES – EXOTIC  

 
Spotted tabby accepted 2/98. 
 
Chocolate or lilac cats with NEW DAWN background can be registered even though no 
pointed cats are showing in the pedigree. 
 
Breed name changed from Exotic Shorthair 2/93. 
 
Before the British Shorthair breed was accepted for CFA registration, imported cats of this 
breed were registered as Exotic or as American SH. 
 
Van eliminated as separate class from bi-colors – 2/06 
 
As part of the compromise to permit longhair Exotics to be shown as Persians, kittens produced from 
breedings from longhair Exotics x longhair Exotics and from longhair Exotics x Persians were no 
longer registerable in CFA. Both the Exotic and Persian Breed Councils have agreed to rescind that 
restriction. At the 2/4-5/12 Board Meeting, this restriction was iifted. Effective immediately, CFA will 
register kittens from such breedings. They will be registered as longhair Exotics. 
 
(02/09) The board voted to pass the compromise that had been voted on by the Persian and Exotic 
breed councils. This compromise was developed with the cooperation of the Breeds and Standards 
committee, the Exotic and Persian breed council secretaries, and Becky Orlando and Carla Bizzell, 
who sat in for the Exotic BC secretary at the meeting that was held to work out a compromise at the 
Louisville annual meeting. There are bound to be many questions regarding the implementation of 
this compromise. Hopefully these guidelines will answer many of those questions. 
 
Registrations 
Any Kittens from LH Exotic X LH Exotic breedings or LH Exotic X Persian breedings that are born 
after 4/15/09 will not be registered in CFA, not even as AOV’s. (See #2 below)  Cats that already exist 
from these breedings that were born prior to 4/15/09 may be registered with the appropriate fees. 
These cats can also be shown in Championship, Premiership and as score-able kittens. All litters that 
are born after 4/15/09 from a LH Exotic X  LH Exotic breeding or from a LH Exotic X Persian breeding 
may be recorded through the CATS (Cats Ancestral Tracking Service). Those cats would remain in 
that recording service until the non-conforming cat or cats drop off of the pedigree. In the case of the 
Persian, that would currently be after the fifth generation. Cats that are already registered in CFA as 
LH Exotics will be grandfathered in. 
 
Showing 
As of 5/1/09, LH Exotics that either fell into the “Grandfathered” category or are from Persian X SH 
Exotic breedings can be shown at any CFA show. They must be in a color accepted within the 
Persian standard. For example, although spotted tabbies exist in the Exotics, they do not exist in the 
Persian color classes and cannot be shown, except as an Exotic AOV. There are also some other 
differences in the color classes and it is up to the exhibitor to determine that their cat’s color conforms 
to an existing, accepted color within the Persian color classes. 
 
Procedure to enter, show and score a LH Exotic 
Exhibitor completes the entry form, showing the cat as a Persian, listing the appropriate Persian color 
class. For example, a conforming Black LH Exotic Male would complete in Color Class 0108. The cat 
will appear in the catalog, the master clerk catalog and the judge’s books in the appropriate Persian 
color class and will be handled and evaluated in that class, along with any Persians and other 



conforming LH Exotics. Points will be earned in the Persian color class. For example, if that Black LH 
Exotic is a Champion and receives the Purple Champion ribbon, it will receive one CH point for the 
other Solid Persians and LH Exotics competing in that class in that ring. If a standard Persian 
receives the Purple ribbon, it will earn points for the Persians and any and all LH Exotics that 
compete in that class. If there are two opens in the same color class of the same sex, one a LH 
Exotic and the other a Persian, they will compete for one winner’s ribbon.  Regional and National 
Points will be assigned in the same manner. Any Regional and National breed and color points will be 
earned by the LH Exotics for wins within the newly created LH Exotic Division. 
 
At the end of each season, there will be a Best, Second and Third Best LH Exotic, as there is 
currently a Best, Second and Third Best SH Exotic. No one Exotic will be best overall.  There will be 
no Division wins within the Exotic other than Longhair and Shorthair; that is,there will be no Solid 
Division, Parti Color Division, etc. Those Divisions will still only exist within the Persian breed. Point 
thresholds for Regional and National Breed and Color wins will be in effect, as they are for all other 
breeds/divisions. End-of-year color class awards in the LH Exotics will be different that those of the 
SH Exotics, as the wins will be based on the color classes currently accepted by the Persians. The 
Exotics do accept different colors than the Persians, but repeating that only those cats that conform to 
existing accepted color classes within the Persian can compete in the show ring, if they cannot 
compete, they cannot earn points. 
 


